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I have a problem with my anchor chain twisting, and eventually becoming unusable when deploying 
due to a build up of twists in the anchor locker. On canvassing possible solutions, the suggestions as 
to why have included “the anchor spinning as it falls” and “the boat spinning around when at 
anchor”, with attendant solutions like “install a swivel” and “drop out all the chain periodically and 
untwist it”. 
 
I am not convinced.  The twists appear inside the anchor locker, and I cannot see a way that the 
twisting of the chain outside the locker could get past the gypsy.   I believe that the twisting is 
merely a symptom. I suspect that the Lewmar Windlass is the problem. 

My Bow Setup 
 
Windlass 1 (Stbd):  Lewmar V5/6 Vertical Windlass 
Gypsy 1 (Stbd): Lewmar 203 Gypsy (New 2021) 
Chain 1 (Stbd):  100m of ISO Calibrated 10mm galvanised chain (New 2021) 
Anchor 1 (Stbd): Rocna Galvanised 40kg. 
Bow Roller 1 (Stbd): Centre slotted roller. 
 
Windlass 2 (Port):  Lewmar V5/6 Vertical Windlass  
Gypsy 2 (Port): Lewmar 203 Gypsy (New 2021) 
Chain 2 (Port):  80m of ISO 10mm galvanised chain (2010) 
Anchor 2 (Port): Delta Galvanised 25kg. 
Bow Roller 2 (Port): Tapered un-slotted roller. 
 
I went through the exercise of manually untwisting both chains in the anchor lockers, so I know I 
started with no twisting in the lockers.   

Windlass 1 
When I deploy Anchor 1 (lowered by the windlass 1 motor) and watch the gypsy closely, I can see 
that the chain is not running cleanly on the gypsy all the time. Every few seconds it does not load 
onto the gypsy cleanly. Sometimes it drops back in again and sometimes it rotates a quarter turn 
anti-clockwise (looking forward) before dropping back in. After four of these rotating events, it has 
just created one full twist inside the anchor locker. 
 
When I then raise Anchor 1, the chain loads and runs perfectly on the gypsy, and we are left with 
some twisting inside the locker. This twist bears no relationship at all to spinning boats or anchors, it 
is caused entirely by the gypsy twisting the chain on deployment. A quarter turn here, a quarter turn 
there and soon enough you have a bunch of permanent twists inside the locker. 
 
After each anchoring evolution the twisting in the locker will get slowly worse, and eventually the 
twist in the locker will cause the chain to jam completely in the gypsy when deploying the anchor. 

Windlass 2 
When I deploy Anchor 2 (lowered by Windlass 2 motor), exactly the same behaviour occurs as with 
Windlass 1.  Every few seconds chain does not load correctly on the gypsy, then drops back into the 
gypsy with a little clunk, sometimes rotating a quarter turn. 
 
When I raise Anchor 2, the chain loads and runs cleanly around the gypsy, trapping the twists inside 
the anchor locker.  The twist problem them slowly builds up until the anchor cannot be deployed 
effectively.  
 



It is possible that this behaviour does not happen at all in some Lewmar V5/6 windlass installations. 
It’s also possible that it does happen, but not enough to cause the twisting to be a problem. 
 
I suspect that many sailors do not even notice the twisting behaviour of the windlass/gypsy, and 
merely accept that the twisting is caused by external effects. 
 
The picture below shows the Chain 1 on deploying. You can see at the far right, the link is in the 
correct place on the gypsy, but the next link is not embedded at all. You can also see that the link at 
the far left is about to rotate into place causing one quarter turn of twist inside the locker. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 Chain stopped mid-deployment showing the incorrect loading on the gypsy 


